How to Face New Challenges In
Rural General Practice

Be a Leader, Follower or
Reactionary?



Old Challenges

|solation

Extended Role

Geography and Access - Distance Decay
Diseconomies of scale



New Challenges

Governance and Accreditation
Centralisation

Specialisation

Bureaucracy

Privatisation



Opportunities

e Electronic Communication
 The Revival of generalism
* Rural Faculty



Leader, Follower or Reactionary?

e All Three!



Reactionary

 \We should defend the traditional values of
General Practice, particularly generalism
and ‘connectedness’ against the ignorance
of the Stalinist model-makers



Follower

* \We should follow good practice drawing on
experience outside rural practice and
outside the UK. We should acknowlege and
use governmaent initiatives such as
‘Delivering for Health'.



Leader

 We should lead in the development of an
appropriate governance framework, in the
development of a theoretical framework for

generalist practice and In the use of
technology.



Quality 1s our aim

To achieve this,
we need a Rural Faculty









