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Practical Prescribing 

The National Prescribing Service

In Australia



Australian Medicines Policy

• High quality, efficacious 
& safe medicines

• Equitable access

• Quality use

• Responsible and viable 
pharmaceutical industry



Quality use of medicines

• Rational use (WHO)

• Evidence of inappropriate 
use

• Alliance of clinical 
pharmacologists and 
consumers

• 1992 QUM Policy

• 1998 National Prescribing 
Service



Need to involve GPs

• Independent company

• Members are professional 
colleges and organisations

• Board of directors

AMA 

RACGP

Rural GPs

ADGP
• Initial budget $5 million



National Prescribing Service

• Head office Sydney

• Offices in

Canberra

Melbourne

• 100 staff

Doctors

Pharmacists

Health educators

• 140 educational visitors




